Ethanol is classified as a Class IB combustible liquid, Class IB liquids have a maximum allowable container capacity of 20 liters in "metal (non-DOT approved) or approved plastic containers, safety cans or DOT specification metal drums."
The amount of combustible liquids allowable is determined by the size of the "laboratory unit". For hospitals with sprinkler systems, per 100 square feet of laboratory space, Class I, II and IIIA (including IB) flammable liquids are limited to 4 L (1.1 gallons) not in approved storage containers or safety cans and 7,5 L (2 gallons) total, including quantities in storage cabinets and safety cans, That is, only half of the combustibles in a lab can be outside of approved storage containers. Note that there is no rule governing total volume except as it pertains to lab area and to container size.
The key definition here is "laboratory unit". Some Environmental Health & Safety Officers define "laboratory unit" roughly as the space enclosed by fire doors. Thus, for all but the smallest hospitals and laboratories, there should be few restrictions because of space-related alcohol volume limitations. As an example, one Sakura VIP tissue processor has 21 L of ethanol and 9 L of Xylene (Class MA). Assuming that a tissue processor is not an approved storage container, this means that the "lab unit" would need to be a minimum of 750 sq. ft. (30 x 25 ft.) for each tissue processor to be "legal" [(30 L/4L)X1O0sq,ft,].
For a tissue processor that is considered to be an approved storage container, then the space requirements are halved, The codes are very specific about volume of flammable liquids. When specifying volumes of flammable liquids, they indicate that "...the total volume of Class I liquids outside of approved storage cabinets and safety cans shall not exceed..," The word "shall" is a mandatory requirement -it does not mean "may."
Note that the hospital laboratories have stricter rules than other laboratories for the amount of combustible liquids they may have. The NFPA regulations spell this out quite succinctly. Educational institution laboratories are more stringent, as are commercial laboratories, but neither are not as stringent as hospital laboratories.
References from the National Fire Protection Association, a national body whose rules are generally adopted, NFPA 45 Standard on Fire Protection for Laboratories Using Chemicals, 1996 Edition. Particularly key is Table 2 -2(a) on pg. 45-7, Container size restrictions are referenced in Table 7 
